Difference in diagnostic criteria to define functional thyroid disease is a real and urgent problem today [1] . There is a general agreement in order that the best reference is the locally defined using the calculated 2.5th to 97.5th percentile as the thyroidstimulating hormone (TSH) normal range.
General population
thyroid patients had a higher percentage of UI above the requirements or in excess than the population without hypothyroid patients as shown in Fig. 1 . It is possible that the differences in thyroid disease prevalence between countries could be related to prevalence of obesity or differences in iodine intake in populations or both. In the view of the new data, additional efforts are needed in order to reach an agreement regarding the definition of reference TSH values and how to include iodine exposition and BMI in the reference population definition.
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